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Pre- and Post-Conference Familiarization Tour Suggestions

The Scottsdale Convention & Visitors Bureau welcomes your participation in the seventh annual Travel Classics West conference and we encourage you to take the opportunity to explore more of Scottsdale and the Grand Canyon state of Arizona. We hope that you find the Sonoran Desert setting and your stay at the Royal Palms Resort and Spa an inspirational complement to the exciting exchange of ideas that will take place during the conference. 
Nestled at the base of Camelback Mountain, yet close to downtown Scottsdale, the richly detailed Spanish Mediterranean architecture of Royal Palms conveys a sense of privacy and romance. Exotic palms, unique cacti, citrus trees and flowering shrubs surround 119 beautiful casitas, guestrooms and villas- each appointed with a breathtaking collection of European antiques and artifacts. The on-site restaurant, T. Cook's, is a favorite with national food critics and locals for its select seasonal dishes, fire-roasted specialties and elegant surroundings. And don’t forget to leave time for the Alvadora Spa. Tucked amidst enchanting pathways and winding through private gardens and citrus groves, Alvadora embraces the revitalizing benefits of the herbs, flowers, oils and minerals indigenous to the region. We hope that you will find some time to take advantage of these amenities during your stay!

We know that your conference time will be very focused on business, but we encourage you to get a better perspective on what makes Arizona so unique by working with us and the Arizona Office of Tourism to coordinate a pre- or post-conference tour. Whether you spend time exploring Scottsdale in more depth, or you head to the majestic red rocks of Sedona, cool pines of Flagstaff, or the spiritual sites of Navajo and Hopi, we are more than happy to assist you in developing an itinerary that meets your specific needs. Below you’ll find a wealth of information on Arizona destinations and area resorts as well as several story ideas that cover every kind of topic – from dining to Wild West adventures. So take some time to browse through these ideas that can serve as the building blocks to your itinerary. 

Too many ideas to consider? Need some help sorting through them all? Don’t hesitate to call us and we can help you create the perfect itinerary for your readers.
Laura McMurchie


Tatum Luoma


VP of Communications


Director of Public Relations
480-429-2253



480-889-2719
lmcmurchie@scottsdalecvb.com 
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Discover It! Individual and Group Press Trips
Scottsdale and the Valley of the Sun

Scottsdale is a world-class travel destination with more than 60 resorts and hotels, nearly 200 area golf courses, luxurious spas, mouth-watering restaurants, internationally renowned arts and culture, premier events, beautiful year-round weather, and a multitude of outdoor adventures and activities, all located in the magnificent Sonoran Desert. In neighboring Phoenix, the fifth largest city in the United States, you'll find everything from outstanding hotels and creative dining options to exhilarating adventure, breath-taking golf courses, shopping and nightlife. Downtown Phoenix is a hub of activity with a burgeoning art and dining scene and a new light rail transportation system. We are happy to customize an itinerary that maximizes your time and that is tailored to your interests. Just give us a call!
Flagstaff and Sedona

The Flagstaff and Sedona CVBs are teaming up to offer a pre-conference media tour Oct. 24-28 that highlights the grandeur of northern Arizona. Participants will spend two days in the ponderosa pines of Flagstaff, exploring the historic downtown, sampling the newest restaurants and taking a day trip to the Grand Canyon for some hiking and biking. Next, the tour moves on to the stunning red rocks of Sedona for two days of pampering at the Enchantment Resort and adventure in the red rocks with a signature jeep tour. This pre-conference tour includes transportation from the Phoenix airport, all meals, lodging and activities, and transportation back to the Royal Palms Resort in Scottsdale for the start of Travel Classics West. 
Northern Arizona: Williams, Page, Navajo Nation and Hopi

Join the northern Arizona ROCKS post-conference media tour Oct. 31-Nov. 5.  What's not to like about visiting the Grand Canyon - one of the most legendary natural wonders in the world, exploring real small town Americana on the Mother Road in Williams, cruising the most majestic lake in the west on luxury houseboats, meeting and learning from the finest Navajo artists in the Navajo Nation, and getting a unique glimpse into Hopi culture-where villages are still preserved from thousands of years ago? Marketable stories await! This post-conference tour includes transfers in Arizona, meals, attractions and lodging by the hosts of Williams, Page, Navajo Nation and Hopi. 

World-class Accommodations
Set in the cooling foothills of Pinnacle Peak, the Four Seasons Resort Scottsdale at Troon North boasts panoramic views of the Valley below in a property that looks like it was carved straight into its Sonoran Desert environment. The Southwestern-style property underwent a $17 million renovation in 2008 that included the debut of Talavera restaurant, named for a type of brightly colored Mexican pottery.

Built as one of Phoenix’s first resorts in 1929, Arizona Biltmore Resort & Spa is an architectural icon constructed by brothers Albert, Charles and Warren McArthur with Frank Lloyd Wright serving as the consulting architect. Wright's at the Biltmore’s American Lodge cuisine is innovative in its culinary style and characterized by fresh, local ingredients.
The Camelback Inn, A JW Marriott Resort and Spa celebrated its 70th anniversary with the debut of a $50 million renovation in September 2008 that included a reinvention of the main building, a more welcoming arrival in the lobby, and a soothing experiential courtyard with water and fire elements. Other enhancements to the property include two new contemporary restaurants, including BLT Steak. Each of these changes were made while maintaining the Southwestern essence and soul of Camelback Inn, a legendary historical landmark.

Sanctuary on Camelback Mountain Resort and Spa is an exclusive and intimate retreat nestled high on the north slope of Camelback Mountain. The boutique hideaway has become a favorite of celebrities seeking shelter from the spotlight while the resort’s signature restaurant elements, which serves American cuisine with Asian accents, is headed by a chef who is a celebrity in his own right.
Named for the 12-million-year-old rock formations that dot its landscape, The Boulders Resort, A Waldorf Astoria Collection is home to a 5,280-square-foot organic garden that provides ingredients for onsite restaurants like the signature Latilla featuring organic regional cuisine. The Boulders is home to the infamous Golden Door Spa and also is only a stone’s throw away from el Pedregal, a festival marketplace of boutiques, art galleries and restaurants.

The Sheraton Wild Horse Pass was designed to be an authentic representation of the Gila River Indian Community’s heritage and culture. The architecture, design, art and legends of the Pima and Maricopa tribes are celebrated in every detail – indoors and out. Kai, the AAA Five-Diamond/Mobil Five-Star restaurant on the property, has made history with its Native American cuisine and the Aji Spa features a full menu of authentic or Native American-inspired experiences.
The Westin Kierland Resort & Spa is ideal for a couple’s escape, family fun, golfer’s retreat or a spa getaway. The resort’s signature restaurant, deseo, is headed by James Beard Award-winning Chef Douglas Rodriguez and offers imaginative Latin-influenced cuisine. It’s also home to artist Nelson Garcia-Miranda, a Cuban exile who paints live in the restaurant for guests and whose works tell the stories of his former life in Cuba.

The Fairmont Scottsdale Princess is a luxury property reflecting the beauty, warmth and charm of the Southwest. The resort is home to celebrity chef Michael Mina’s BOURBON STEAK; the chic Stone Rose Lounge from New York-based nightclub impresario, Rande Gerber; the award-winning TPC Scottsdale, home of the infamous PGA Phoenix Open; and the celebrated Willow Stream Spa. 

The Hermosa Inn, the former home of cowboy artist Lon Megargee, is nestled in a quite residential community in view of Camelback Mountain. The Inn, boasting 34 unique rooms and suites individually decorated in classic Spanish hacienda style, has been an oasis of gracious Arizona hospitality since the 1930s. At Lon’s at the Hermosa Inn the rugged yet refined menu reflects the property’s cowboy roots. 
Story & Itinerary Ideas
Let this sampling of story ideas serve as inspiration for your pre- or post-conference itinerary. And remember, these are just ideas – thoughts that are meant to get your creative writing juices flowing. Themes can be blended, interchanged, or thrown out the window altogether based on your specific niche and interests! Just let us know how we can help.
Take a Bite of the Dining Scene
Experience how the land and personalities of Arizona are reflected in the food as you take a culinary journey from mom and pop Mexican cantinas and Southwestern cafes to cowboy chic bistros and elegant dining masterpieces at area resorts. Visit local growers to discover the county of the Sonoran Desert.
Sample a cornucopia of locally grown flavors and Sonoran Desert specialties at Scottsdale’s Old Town Farmer’s Market, or taste the delectable cuisine of one of Arizona’s many James Beard Award winners: Chris Bianco of Pizzeria Bianco; Janos Wilder of Janos and J Bar; and Nobuo Fukuda of the newly opened Teeter House.  And there also are a handful of chefs in the area who are both local and national celebrities. There’s Food Network star Beau MacMillan of elements at Sanctuary on Camelback; Mark Tarbell, chef and owner of Tarbell’s; Lee Hilson, executive chef at T. Cook’s at the Royal Palms Resort; and local TV personality Chef Eddie Matney from Eddie’s House in downtown Scottsdale. And don’t miss FnB’s sophisticated, yet comforting presentation of locally sourced ingredients and exclusive Arizona-grown wine selection.
Rest & Relaxation in a Spa Oasis
Agave, The Arizona Spa at The Westin Kierland is designed to rejuvenate and renew the mind, body and spirit. Serving as the spa’s main inspiration, the indigenous agave plant is used in many of the treatments offered. The spa also showcases exclusive services developed by its own therapists as well as rare ancient treatments infused with the essence of the Far East.
Restore your mind, body and spirit with Belen Stoneman, Native American Healer, at Mobil Four-Star Aji Spa at the Sheraton Wild Horse Pass Resort. Utilizing a sacred holistic approach, Stoneman approaches each treatment with purposeful soul. The spa also features a full menu of authentic or Native American-inspired experiences.
Amidst the enchanting pathways winding through private gardens and citrus groves rests Alvadora Spa at the Royal Palms Resort. Celebrating the revitalizing benefits of the herbs, flowers, oils and minerals found in the Mediterranean, Alvadora takes on the same romantic undertones as the rest of the property. 

Guests who are conscious and concerned about both the environment and what they put on their bodies are delighted by Arizona Biltmore Resort & Spa’s green experience. Signature treatments are infused with organic products and practices and the chemical-free, organic products work with the body and are eco-friendly to address physical, mental and spiritual health.

The 33,000-square-foot Golden Door Spa at The Boulders Resort features treatments created more than 50 years ago at the original Golden Door that are infused with elements from the rich desert landscape. Specialties include Watsu underwater treatments, acupuncture, asbiatsu and the signature Shamanic Journeys.

An intimate retreat, Sanctuary Spa offers a menu of Asian-inspired treatments in 12 indoor and outdoor treatment rooms. Enhanced by modern architecture and the breathtaking setting, the Spa's relaxing meditation garden, reflecting pond and Watsu pool provide a tranquil experience.
The Spa at Camelback Inn is a 32,000-square-foot facility that has a list of services that includes a collection of Sonoran Desert-inspired treatments, fitness programs and a lifestyle-enhancing wellness program. Facilities include 32 massage treatment rooms, natural sunbathing terraces, and separate Turkish steam rooms and Finnish saunas.

The Spa at the Four Seasons Resort Scottsdale is known for a menu of treatments and services inspired by the resort’s Sonoran Desert setting. Try the Jojoba and Prickly Pear Polish that uses the rich antioxidant characteristics of the Jojoba plant and the exfoliating powers of the Prickly Pear cactus to uncover you skin’s natural glow.
Hit the Links
Designed by Scott Miller, formerly a senior designer for Jack Nicklaus, Kierland Golf Club offers 27 holes of exceptional golf. Play like the original golf pros with the Scottish Golf Experience, where players don rented kilts and enjoy Johnnie Walker beverages on the course before being called in by a traditional bagpipe player. Golfers and fitness-lovers alike should take advantage of the FORE-MAX training program that combines flexibility, strength and power training, and aerobic conditioning to improve swings.
The Boulders Golf Club is home to two 18-hole championship courses, designed by Jay Morrish and set amongst the rugged beauty of red, ancient boulders and breathtaking panoramas. The courses are considered to be some of the most demanding in the Southwest region. The Boulders Golf Academy is home to experienced PGA and LPGA instructors.

After a comprehensive two-year renovation project overseen by Tom Weiskopf, Troon North Golf Club unveiled its renovated internationally acclaimed courses, Pinnacle and Monument, in 2007, boasting new looks and enhanced playing experiences. The exclusive partnership with Weiskopf earned Troon North the honor of being named among the top 10 golf resorts in the country for 2008 by Travel + Leisure Golf.
Arizona Biltmore Country Club features two of the premier Phoenix golf resort courses: The Adobe and The Links. Built in 1928 and restored in 2004, The Adobe offers wide fairways and classic cross-bunkers while the Links has rolling fairways, desert ravines and five pristine lakes that call for a high level of sportsmanship, bold shots and demanding accuracy.
Camelback Golf Club features 36 holes of championship golf in a parkland setting that promises a demanding and dynamic adventure. The par 72 Arthur Hills-designed Padre Course features multiple lakes, towering trees, subtle landforms and strategic bunkering to sharpen your game. Meanwhile, the par 72 Indian Bend Course offers lush palm- and eucalyptus-lined fairways, secluded bunkers, gently rolling terrain, and mountain vistas.

Enjoy the scenic beauty and playability of one of Arizona’s seven golf courses on Native American land, the Troon-managed Whirlwind Golf Club. The course was sensitively designed to preserve the rich cultural heritage of the Gila River Indian Community.
Art + Cultural Wonder
Discover the influence that Frank Lloyd Wright had on the Valley of the Sun’s architectural landscape with visits to Taliesin West, Cosanti Foundation, Grady Gammage Auditorium, the Frank Lloyd Wright spire, and the Arizona Biltmore.

Designed by Paolo Soleri, famed Italian designer and student of Frank Lloyd Wright, the Soleri Bridge and Plaza makes it’s debut as the first Soleri-designed bridge to be erected. Downtown Scottsdale will feature guided tours of the bridge, the Soleri exhibit at Scottsdale Museum of Contemporary Art, and visits to Cosanti and Arcosanti.. 

Dig into Arizona’s edgier art at the Scottsdale Museum of Contemporary Art or Tempe’s ASU Art Museum. You also can visit downtown Phoenix’s warehouse district and browse the galleries at your leisure or visit downtown Scottsdale’s Marshall Way Arts District. 
Experiencing the art and culture of the Valley of the Sun doesn’t have to break the bank. Downtown Scottsdale is home to an extensive public art collection that is on display for visitors to enjoy at no cost. There also is the free Scottsdale ArtWalk where you can experience artist demonstrations and cocktail receptions. Phoenix’s First Fridays is a monthly event where you can take a self-guided tour of the area’s galleries, studios and art spaces.
Embracing the Outdoors
The Boulders Resort’s place in the high Sonoran Desert makes it a prime destination for adrenaline seekers. Outdoor activities range from high-octane rock-climbing classes and horseback riding to the more relaxed like hot air balloon flight, desert photography tours and more.
Because it’s located right at the base of Pinnacle Peak, guests staying at the Four Seasons Resort Scottsdale can enjoy hikes at their leisure through Pinnacle Peak Park, a moderate hike with an elevation of approximately 1,300 feet.  Hiking, horseback riding and rock climbing will take you to spectacular views of the valley and the resort also offers guided hikes for those who don’t want to go it alone.
The McDowell Sonoran Preserve is home to more than 16,000 acres of protected land for mountain biking, hiking and backpacking. The Preserve offers guided hikes that range from three to more than eight miles in length. In May 2009, the Gateway opened as the main entrance, incorporating eco-friendly architecture and using rock and soil excavated from the area for the walls of its administration building. Other favored trails can be found at McDowell Mountain Regional Park, Camelback Mountain, Papago Park, the Superstition Mountains and South Mountain Park, the largest municipal park in the country with more than 50 miles of trails where you can spot ancient petro glyphs among abundant wildlife and desert settings.
Kiss the sky with a tranquil hot air balloon ride or a more adrenaline-pumping flight from the Valley to Northern Arizona. Hot Air Expeditions offers sunrise and sunset balloon flights that offer unobstructed views of the Sonoran Desert while Westwind Air Service lets you ride the currents as you make your way from Scottsdale to the Red Rock country of Sedona and then to the Grand Canyon.
Scottsdale possesses a natural advantage over other destinations because this sophisticated oasis, located in the heart of the rugged Sonoran Desert, is surrounded by a rich legacy of mountains, parks, and wildlife, providing opportunity for adventure that is second to none. Tom Car tours, Jeep and Hummer rides, mountain biking, rock-climbing, and guided hikes are just some of the ways you can experience Scottsdale’s natural setting.
In Arizona, rivers, streams, and lakes are lush, pristine oases surrounded on all sides by the beauty of the Sonoran Desert – perfect settings for water adventures of every kind! Rafting, kayaking and canoeing are popular ways to explore the lakes and rivers in the Scottsdale area. These excursions offer the opportunity to view the desert wildlife including eagles, herons, egrets, hawks and occasionally larger species such as coyotes, javelina and deer.

Breathe in the fresh mountain air among the ponderosa pines of Flagstaff, take a day trip to the Grand Canyon for some hiking and biking and immerse yourself in the stunning red rocks of Sedona as part of the Flagstaff and Sedona CVBs’ pre-conference tour. 
Wanna be a Cowboy?
Learn to rope and ride with the best of ‘em at Arizona Cowboy College you’ll be exposed to authentic cowboy skills at a working cattle ranch. After a two-day tutorial, attendees spend the next four days on a camping expedition where they work side-by-side with cowboys.  At Fort McDowell Adventures, guests take a horseback ride in the desert and round up cattle while they’re at it.

Relive the Old West at Rawhide Western Town & Steakhouse at Wild Horse Pass. The 1880's town provides a full day of family adventure, including more than 20 rides, games and attractions, and daily performances by the high-fallin' Rough Rider stunt men. If you like to shop, check out the 15 Western stores.
Spend a day out Wickenburg’s way. Visit Arizona’s first guest ranch, a spectacular riverside adobe ranch Kay el Bar Guest Ranch, and meet Dee. He’s the real deal. He’ll teach you to rope, ride, wrangle…and most importantly, relax. And with more than 20,000 acres of rolling hillsides, wide open spaces and flowering Sonoran Desert beauty, wannabe cowboy visitors at Rancho de Los Caballeros can ride like the wind all week and never see the same trail twice.
And on the way back, head ’em off at the pass at Reata Pass Steakhouse, a restored 1880s stagecoach stop that’s been featured in everything from “Raising Arizona” to “Bonanza” and now serves as a kitschy, cowboy-themed chophouse. Located next door, it doesn’t get more authentic than Greasewood Flat, a 120-year-old bunkhouse-turned-saloon that dishes out two-fisted burgers, cold beer and live Western music under a starry sky. Pass through the swinging, wooden doors of the Rusty Spur Saloon for a glimpse of Scottsdale’s Old West roots or enjoy a green chili burger, a brew and classic Western tunes under the stars at Greasewood Flat. 

Saba's Western Wear in downtown Scottsdale has been an Arizona tradition for more than 70 years and made its home in downtown Scottsdale when coyotes were still roaming freely and the main mode of transportation was horseback. From hats, boots, and clothing for men, women and children, this family owned and operated business is the place to find all of your cowboy life staples. 

Head to downtown Scottsdale to throw back a few cold ones at the “last real cowboy saloon,” the Rusty Spur Saloon. It’s a hotspot for locals, travelers and cowboys (real and the weekend kind) and was originally built in 1921 as Scottsdale’s first bank.
Arizona’s Native Roots
Out and about in the state, you can explore the Hopi and Navajo Nations as part of AZ Communications Group’s group press trip for journalists on assignment. The Arizona Rocks tour will include Hopi’s ancient Walpi Village, Shonto and the first new hotel on Hopi in 50 years. On the Navajo Nation you’ll experience Monument Valley, Antelope Canyon, the Navajo Interactive Museum and Navajo National Monument. 
You don’t have to get out of town to immerse yourself in an authentic cultural experience. The Sheraton Wild Horse Pass Resort & Spa, located just 11 miles from Phoenix Sky Harbor International Airport on the Gila River Indian Reservation, offers an insightful tour led by Cultural Concierge, Ginger Sunbird Martin. You’ll learn about the history and experience the culture first-hand from Ginger, who is a member of the Gila River community.
In downtown Phoenix, the internationally acclaimed Heard Museum is one of the best places to experience the varied cultures and art of Native Americans of the Southwest. Another exceptional opportunity to view Native American art is at Scottsdale’s Heard Museum North, a satellite of the prestigious facility. At the Pueblo Grande Museum and Archaeological Park, experience Native American architecture by viewing a Hohokam Indian ruin and exploring an interpretive trail featuring the archaeological site.
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